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INTRODUCTION

BACKGROUND

A community facilities element of the City Master Plan is required by the State of Maryland Eco-
nomic Growth, Resource Protection, and Planning Act of 1992 (1992 Planning Act).

This plan element, as stated in the Planning Act, is to “show proposals for the most appropriate and
desirable patterns for the general location, character, and extent of public and semi-public buildings,
land, and facilities for specified times as far into the future as is reasonable.”

The community facilities element is only one component of the overall master plan for the City.
Other adopted elements include the six land use plans with housing policy for the six neighborhoods, a
transportation element, a sensitive areas element, a bikeways and pedestrian plan, the Smart Growth
Policy, and a parks and recreation plan.

This Community Facilities Plan directly relates to several of the City’s strategic directions. The first
is the goal of maintaining and enhancing basic City services. It also supports the strategic direction
regarding the cultural arts plan which states that the City should “create and implement a comprehensive
cultural arts plan (facilities and programs).” A third strategic direction—"“pursuing programs that foster
educational and recreational opportunities for all youths”—is supported by the necessary community
facilities.

Citizen participation has been an integral part of the overall effort for the community facilities plan.
An Ad Hoc Committee was appointed in October 1996 and was charged with the task of devising an
issues report for the City Planning Commission. This report was finalized and presented to the Planning
Commission in May 1997. The Ad Hoc Committee focused on many different topics: parks and open
space, recreation, cultural resources, government facilities, public safety and emergency services, educa-
tional facilities, solid waste services, water and sewerage systems, all of which have been included in
their report (see Appendix B).

Early in the committee’s discussions, it became apparent that the parks, recreation, and open space
aspect of the plan warranted an in-depth review. A censultant group, Urban Research Development
Corporation (URDC), was retained o conduct a comprehensive review and to give direction relative to
the City’s parks, recreation programs, and open space. The resulting report fully addresses these issues
in the document titled, Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan for the 21" Century. The plan was
presented to the Mayor and City Council on August 3, 1998, and was followed by a work session on
August 10, 1998. The formal public hearing was held on October 10, 1998, and a second work session
conducted on November 9, 1998. A third work session was held on November 22, 1999. Adopted
December 20, 1999, the park and recreation plan is now a separate element of the master plan.

This Community Facilities Plan is divided into two sections: City-owned or Operated Facilities,
which describes structures under the ownership or operation of the City along with proposals for future
modifications; and Other Community Facilities, a general description of services and buildings not under
City control, but providing essential services to Gaithersburg residents.

The goals listed betow reflect a practical approach to implementing this plan. Efficiency and order,
combined with aesthetic responsiveness, will lead to serviceable and attractive facilities.
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The development of the Community Facilities Plan will serve as a general inventory of City-owned
facilities available to Gaithersburg residents.

The stewardship of historic resources, now placed in the care of the City, will reflect the understand-
ing of the City’s heritage and expertise in maintenance of older structures, their carrying capacity,
and their interpretation.

The City will remain dedicated to ongoing efforts of efficiency and economy in the regulation of the
facilities and:

— maintain clean, attractive, safe, and sound facilities;

— minimize disruption of services and avoid costly unplanned replacements; and

— conduct effective preventive maintenance programs including timely inspection and servicing.

The City will establish a safe and accessible repository for all building and site plans for City-owned
properties.

An appropriate place will be selected for the City’s archives which will consider all aspects of archi-
val preservation and management.

The development of this master plan will incorporate and further advance the following goals of the
City’s strategic plan:

— implement the master plan for parks, recreation, cultural, and leisure activities;

— create and implement a comprehensive cultural arts plan (facilities and programs); and

— maintain and enhance City services.
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CITY OF GAITHERSBURG

COMMUNITY FACILITIES MAP
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City-Owned or Operated Facilities:

City Hall, Concert Pavilion, and Wells/Robertson House
Police Station

Teen Center

Aquatic Center

B&O and Freight Shed

Casey Community Center

Firchouse, Old Station Eight

Observatory, Intermational Latitude

Mills/Nash House

WSSC Site

Wye Site

Bohrer Park at Summit Hall Farm: Activity Center,
Miniature Golf Course, Skate Park, and Water Park
Bohrer Park at Summit Hall: Historic Farm Complex
Tschiffely-Kentlands Buildings

Public Works Maintenance Building

Senior Center, Upcounty

DeSellum House

Parking Facility

Lakelands Aquatic Center

West Side Drive Recreational Facility

Hnxo "

Other Community Facilities:
Gaithersburg-Washington Grove Fire Department
Fire Station #31

Gaithersburg Regional Library

Gaithersburg Main Post Office

Diamond Farms Post Office

Suburban Maryland Plant and Distribution Center
Montgomery County Agricultural Center
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CITY-OWNED OR OPERATED FACILITIES

AQUATIC CENTERS

2 Teachers Way

The Gaithersburg Aquatic Center, opened in 1977 and located adjacent to Gaithersburg Middle
School, is a joint venture between the City and Montgomery County Public Schools. Swim teams from
the schools use the facility for their practice and swim meets, and Gaithersburg Middle School students
may take swimming as part of their physical education classes. A team of professionals oversees these
activities.

The main indoor pool is 75 by 45 feet ranging in depth from 3 1/2 to 12 feet. There are six lap lanes.
A shallow-water training pool, 45 by 20 feet, has depths from 2 1/2 to 3 1/2 feet, and may be entered by
a wheel chair ramp as well as stairs. One wall opens during warm weather to give the swimmers an
outdoor feeling. A pleasant 360- by 102-foot patio (with lounges, chairs, and tables), runs along the
outside of the open wall. Completely equipped locker facilities are available for both men and women.
Various programs are conducted at this facility which include swimming lessons for adults and chil-
dren, water aerobics, and rentals for birthday parties.

The facility will be maintained in a compliant manner according to guidelines established by the
Montgomery County Health Department as well as those set forth by the State. Repairs to the facility and
equipment will be addressed as they arise to ensure a safe facility for patrons and staff.

Main Street, Lakelands

A new aquatic center, to serve the west side of the City, is included in the plans for the regional park
to be constructed at Lakelands. A 55,000-square foot multi-purpose building will include two indoor
pools, a gym, multi-purpose rooms, a dance studio, and an administrative area. One pool will be a 25-
yard lap pool and the other a leisure pool, totaling 30,000 square feet. The facility will be constructed as
part of Phase II of the park development and is estimated to be underway in FY 2004-05.

T .

(LT

The Gaithersburg Aquatic Center, adjacent to Gaithersburg Middle School
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The Activity Center, the City’s newest building for community use

BOHRER PARK AT SUMMIT HALL FARM
ACTIVITY CENTER

506 South Frederick Avenue

This 49,000-square foot facility, which opened to the public in June of 1998, provides indoor recre-
ation featuring two large gymnasiums, two multipurpose rooms, a food service area, and the Lovin® Life
Fitness Center. Programs include a fitness and wellness program, open gyms, athletic leagues, a wide
variety of classes ranging from gardening to dancing, children’s camps, after school recreation for teens,
special events, and arts programs. The Activity Center has rooms for rent for business meetings, parties,
trade shows, seminars, religious services, and athletic events. The center complements both the usage
and style of the adjacent miniature golf course and outdoor swimming pool.

The large, colorful commissioned banners displayed in the front lobby are part of the Art in Public
Places program. The halls of the center display art by local artists with exhibits changing every six to
eight weeks.

A 12,300-square foot skate park has been built at the rear of the Activity Center. Planning for
expanding the picnic pavilion restroom facilities is also underway.

The Activity Center also houses the Department of Parks, Recreation, and Culture offices which
administer the City’s parks and recreation programs.

%5}
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BOHRER PARK AT SUMMIT HALL FARM
HISTORIC FARM COMPLEX

502 South Frederick Avenue
Historic Resource

The cluster of buildings at Bohrer Park at Summit Hall Farm forms the oldest collection of historic
sites in the City. The property has a colorful 240-year old history associated with significant events in the
pioneer settlement of Logtown, the Civil War, advances in science and agronomy, and with the social
development of the town that has become the City of Gaithersburg. The complex includes the main
house, a barn, a smokehouse, a tenant house, a modern rambler-style house, landscaped gardens, an
orchard, and mature trees including a tulip poplar which is 22 feet in circumference.

The City purchased 57 acres of Summit Hall in 1982, granting a life interest in the main house and
outbuildings to Frances Wilmot Kellerman, daughter of Frank Wilmot, original developer of the Summit
Hall Turf Farm. The green lawns, ponds, and woods of the estate are used as a recreational area by the
City.

The main house, about 3,944 square feet and first built about 1783, reconstructed in 1840, with
additions in 1886 and 1937, commands a panoramic view of the area and features architectural elements
from three different periods of ownership, including the original log structure incorporated into the larger
house.

The tenant house, the last one remaining of an original total of four, dates from the mid- to late-
1800s and is an unusual form called an “I-house.”

The log smoke house, approximately 14 square feet, and built in the early 1700s, is believed to be
the oldest structure in Gaithersburg and was restored by the City according to a consultant’s recommen-
dation in 1988.

A view of Bohrer Park at Summit Hall Farm from Frederick Avenue

[
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The board-and-batten barn, circa 1887 with later additions, was a combination stable/carriage house/
granary.

At the rear of the property is a cemetery. This small plot was restored by the City and is the final
resting place for four members of the DeSellum family.

The modern house, behind the historic main house, was built in 1953 as a farm manager’s house and
is an example of high-style, mid-20" century contemporary design in Gaithersburg.

The City owns three historic outbuildings that are intended to be moved to the farm areca—the stable
and chicken coop from Cedar Avenue, now dismantled and in storage, and the 1890s carriage house
from Chestnut Street donated to the City in 1988. These must be carefully sited.

The farm buildings, along with the open space, offer the opportunity to create a realistic representa-
tion of farm life and a direct connection to Gaithersburg’s rural heritage. A master plan should be devel-
oped that incorporates the historic farm area into its environmental setting and accommodates interpre-
tive programming. In the entire surrounding park, distinct zones of modern play and recreation activities
must be separate from the historic area, and the open vista in front of the main house must be preserved in
keeping with its original historic setting. More extensive development of the historical interpretation of
this important site could emerge through a public/private partnership. Any increased development of the
site must take into careful consideration all historic elements.

The barn is a board-and-batten structure
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BOHRER PARK AT SUMMIT HALL FARM
MINIATURE GOLF COURSE

510 South Frederick Avenue

The City of Gaithersburg opened a miniature golf course in 1994 and it is considered to be a state-of-the-
art 18-hole putting course. This beautifully landscaped course is laid out on 2.5 acres of parkland at Bohrer
Park at Summit Hall Farm adjacent to the Activity Center and Water Park. The course includes moveable
hole placements which gives greater variety to the course, multi-tiered garden ponds, and is lighted for night
play. During the open season in 1999, April through October, attendance reached 28,411 visitors.

BOHRER PARK AT SUMMIT HALL FARM
SKATE PARK

510 South Frederick Avenue

This newly constructed facility, which opened in June of 2000, is a 12,300-square foot skate park
designed for in-line skaters and skateboarders. Within the skating arena there are 12 ramp/box structures
of pressure-treated wood with a smooth, durable surface known as Skatelite. The ramps and boxes allow
for varying conditions to suit the interest and skill of all skaters. The ground level skating surface is ultra
smooth asphalt. Benches inside and out serve as a rest spot for skaters and a viewing place for friends and
family.

BOHRER PARK AT SUMMIT HALL FARM
WATER PARK

510 South Frederick Avenue

The Water Park is a $2.5 million outdoor swimming pool that serves the citizens of Gaithersburg and
surrounding communities. The Water Park has 250-foot double water slides, a zero depth entry main
pool, a rain drop umbrella, a sunning island, and a frog fountain. There also is a zero depth children’s
splash pool with a frog slide and seal spray.

This facility, which opened in 1991, also operates a food concession stand. [t has changing rooms,
two dry playgrounds, picnic facilities, and lawn chairs. The main pool is 10,330 square feet in size and
the baby pool is 1,209 square feet. The facility, which served over 100,000 people in 1998 (the season
extends from Memorial Day through Labor Day), is overseen by a team of aguatic professionals.
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The Skate Park

The Water Park viewed from the top of the water slide

9
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The B& O Railroad Station still serves the daily trains and their passengers
B&O RAILROAD STATION AND FREIGHT SHED

5 South Summit Avenue
Historic Resource, National Register Site

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Station, built in the Queen Anne style by E. F. Baldwin, in 1884
and enlarged in 1905 and 1907, stands in the center of Olde Towne Gaithersburg. The station is a
symbol of the important impact the railroad exerted on Gaithersburg’s early economy. For many years,
the station served the town as a link to move passengers and goods to all corners of the east coast. With
the advent of the automobile in the last half of the twentieth century, passenger rail service declined
considerably, although the station continued in use. The station and freight house received National
Register listing in 1977, local historic designation in 1983, and were restored in the 1980s. The build-
ings’ current uses—ticket office, waiting room, coffee shop, and museum (in the freight shed)—are
highly compatible with the historic uses and the fabric of the structures and should continue.

The Freight Shed at the B&O Station, restored and used as a community museum -

10
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The Casey Community Center, converted from dairy barns to community use

CASEY COMMUNITY CENTER

810 South Frederick Avenue
Historic Resource

The Casey Community Center is an outstanding example of Gaithersburg’s ability to appreciate its
past while adapting it to different needs. The adaptive reuse of the barn as a community center illustrates
the transition of a farming community to a modern suburban community.

The large white, green-trimmed barn, about 175 feet by 80 feet (approximately 14,000 square feet)
with two silos, sits on a six-acre tract abutting an apartment complex, a single-family neighborhood,
and busy Maryland Route 355. It was donated to the City of Gaithersburg by Eugene B. Casey shortly
after the larger farm was annexed into the City in 1969. The barn, which was built in 1938, housed cows
producing milk for local dairies well into the 1960s. It was formally deeded to the City in 1971 to be
used as a community center and renovated in 1977. Activities at the Center include professional meet-
ings, dinners, dances, classes, creative tot time, and many other multi-purpose events operated under
the aegis of the City’s Parks and Recreation Department. The Center’s staff currently consists of four
full-time and 16 part-time employees. Improvements for handicap access are needed and are budgeted
for FY 01. This includes improvements to the entrance ramps, regrading a part of the parking lot to
facilitate wheel chair travel, and relocation of the handicap parking spaces. The first floor bathrooms
will also receive modifications for better wheel chair access. An elevator will be funded out of CDBG
funds to allow ADA access to programs on the second floor.

This is an important gateway landmark. Should use patterns change due to the new Activity Center
at Bohrer Park, a people-oriented use for this facility, rather than storage, will keep the southern en-
trance to the City vibrant. Any future renovations should preserve the roof line and front fagade.

11
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City Hall, an award-winning adaptive reuse of a historic structure for government use

CITY HALL

31 South Summit Avenue
Historic Resource

Gaithersburg City Hall—the Sanford W. Daily Municipal Center—is located in Olde Towne Gaith-
ersburg and is a testimony to the City’s efforts to preserve its history while providing modern city
government services. City Hall consists of a stately house, with a modern office building addition to the
rear, overlooking beautifully landscaped grounds. Two memorials to the men and women in the armed
services are located in prominent places; and a neighborhood park, with picnic shelter, playground, and
tennis courts, is located behind City Hall. A new concert pavilion, which opened in 1998, graces the
front lawn.

The large American Foursquare house, historically known as the Schwartz house, was built in 1895
as a private residence for the Miller family and illustrates the Georgian Revival style of balanced cubi-
cal shape, with pedimented dormers on all sides and centered doors. In 1913, Edward Schwartz pur-
chased the home and enlarged not only the house, which was the first private residence in the City to
have electricity, but, more notably, established a peony garden with up to 410 varieties that attracted
visitors, including President Woodrow Wilson, and was even featured in National Geographic.

In 1958, the City bought the house for use as a City office building and recreation center. As City
services expanded, the need for office space resulted in the rear office addition (21,663 square feet)
which was constructed in two phases in 1987 and 1989.

City Hall is currently a 27,900 square-foot facility which is home to staff offices of the City Manager’s
Office, Planning and Code Administration, and the Department of Finance and Administration. There
are 67 employees at City Hall. Public meetings of the Mayor and City Council, Planning Commission,
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Board of Appeals, and various other committees and community groups are held in the main Council
Chambers at City Hall. A large, second-story gallery space is available for art exhibits and meetings.
City Hall is the main information center for the City and recently has expanded services to include the
processing of passport applications.

A modification to the entrance driveway is also under review, with implementation expected in
2001. FY 01 funding will support modifications to audio-visual and sound systems in the Council Cham-
bers, and HVAC upgrades in City Hall.

CITY HALL CONCERT PAVILION

The City Hall Concert Pavilion, located on the lawn of City Hall along South Summit Avenue, is a
new facility (1998) which has become a major focus for the revitalization of Olde Towne in Gaithers-
burg. This new pavilion, approximately 1,329 square feet, was a direct result of the 1995 Olde Towne
design charrette, and its architectural elements mimic details on the nearby late nineteenth century B&O
train station. The placement of the pavilion directly adjacent to South Summit Avenue has enlivened
the streetscape and provides an interesting architectural element in Olde Towne. The large front lawn
of the pavilion can seat approximately 700 to 1200 people.

Gaithersburg is committed to promoting the performing arts, and this pavilion provides a perfor-
mance space for concerts, film screenings, theatrical productions, and special children’s events. This
facility will continue to provide cultural opportunities through art and entertainment. No major capital
expenditures are expected.

City Hall Concert Pavilion, a place and space to bring the community together

13
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50 DeSellum Avenue

This house, built in the early 1980s, serves as the permanent housing component of the Wells/Robertson
rehabilitation program. The three-bedroom rambler, with finished basement, provides Iong~nerm housing for
one staff member and four men who have completed the transitional program at the Wellszobenson House.

The DeSellum House,
home for participants in
the Wells/Robertson
rehabilitation program

The former firehouse,
“Old"” Station Eight

FIREHOUSE, OLD STATION EIGHT

13 East Diamond Avenue
Historic Resource

Known as “Old Station Eight,” the former firehouse, circa 1927, owned by the City and leased to the
Gaithersburg-Washington Grove Fire Department, is currently undergoing a major interior transforma-
tion. Two-thirds of the 4,000-square foot building will be renovated into a community meeting hall, with
the remainder dedicated to a fire museum. Construction of the fire museum is underway, with comple-
tion expected in 2001, The centerpiece of the museum will be a 1941 Diamond T fire engine which
served Gaithersburg from 1941 to 1950. This was the first pumper with a pre-connected hose line in
Montgomery County. Photographs, uniforms, and other fire fighting memorabilia will also be displayed.
Special attention should be given to the restoration and interpretation of the fire hose tower as an integral
part of the museum efforts, This may require a structural evaluation.

14
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KENTLANDS, THE TSCHIFFELY-KENT BUILDINGS

Historic Resource

Nestled in the midst of the neo-traditional development of Kentlands are the structures of the
Tschiffely-Kent Estate. These City-owned buildings, which serve as the architectural springboard for
the Kentlands community’s inherent design, initially included the mansion, barn, firehouse, springhouse,
carriage house, gate house (once located along Maryland Route 28), guest house, and other outbuild-
ings. The barn’s silos were razed; however, the tops are in storage and awaiting a future reuse. Two
more extant structures, the “grotto” and the foundation of a greenhouse, are on private property, and (via
a covenant) the City must approve any change that would alter the character or the historicity of these
historic remnants. The guest house (near the mansion) and the gate house, which was dismantled and
reconstructed as a modern dwelling with an exterior closely matching the original, are now privately
owned. This latter property also has a covenant with the City affecting any change. The Citizens
Assembly has recently purchased the carriage house.

Frederick Tschiffely purchased the farmland in 1852, and later his son, Frederick, developed the prop-
erty into a fine estate. His heirs sold the estate to Otis Beall Kent in 1942. Kent altered the house and the
landscape, and added outbuildings including the firehouse. When the property was sold to a local developer,
Joseph Alfandre, in 1988, Kent’s name carried over into the area’s new name of Kentlands.

KENTLANDS BARN

311 Kent Square Road
Historic Resource

Officially known as the Gaithersburg Arts Barn, the brick, restored barn will be comprised of four artist
studios for exhibition space, an art gallery, box office, museum shop, administrative area, and a 99-seat
theatre for performing arts and classes. The facility will have an elevator and be ADA compliant.

The proposed programming for the first floor allocates five spaces for arts programs and instruc-
tions. A facility’s office and reception area round out the design.

The barn at Kentlands, soon to be modified into a cultural arts center

15
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The plan for the second floor of the barn involves an addition, due to the fact ihat part of the
original space would be removed during renovations. This addition will allow for greater programming
options and potential uses. Although large theatrical performances would be difficult zn this area, this
space, holding 99 seats, will accommodate smaller performances such as black box theater, storytelling,

lectures, and the like. This space can also be used for gallery space, receptions, meetings, social dances,
and drama classes. '

The area containing the beams is proposed to serve as a multi-purpose room which could be used
for gallery space, a reception area, or classroom space for small classes. The second floor includes
space for a Kitchenette,

Construction of the 9,350-square foot facility started in the fall of 1999, and occupancy is planned
for late 2001. The City has approved funding in FY 01 for the building renovation, and funding in FY 01 for
some programming.

KENTLANDS FIREHOUSE

321 Firehouse Lane
Historic Resource

This brick, two-story structure, circa 1940s, originally housed Mr. Kent’s fire engine collection in
the first floor garage section and a dwelling area in the upper story. Future uses are still under review,
with one being the establishment of a bed and breakfast. The incorporation of a public/private partner-
ship should be investigated.

Funding in FY 02 supports the planning for a structural analysis of the building.

The firehouse at Kentlands, awaiting evaluation for adaptive reuse

16
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Kentlands Mansion, the architectural centerpiece of Kentlands

KENTLANDS MANSION

320 Kent Square Road
Historic Resource

The primary building of the Tchiffely-Kent estate structures, is the Georgian Revival mansion built
in 1900, and now referred to as Kentlands Mansion. Its symmetrical brick fagade is graced with details
such as stone lintels, a metal cornice, and a hipped roof with balustrade. Following the decorator’s
showcase in 1991, which was held after the buildings were donated to the City by Joseph Alfandre, the
building underwent changes to become a community facility. By 1994, air-conditioning and a new
heating system had been installed, ADA requirements met, and other upgrades for group use—namely
an elevator, a sprinkler system, and a security system—were added.

The four rooms available for rent on the first floor accommodate a total of 125 guests. Two smaller
rooms on the second floor are suitable for social and business functions.

Kentlands Mansion is ideal for its current use as an art gallery and as a meeting and party facility,
all of which are compatible with the site’s residential character.
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KENTLANDS, OTHER HISTORIC STRUCTURES

-

Historic Resources |

The small brick building on the green is currently vacant. Although in good condition, it is not
suitable for occupancy. Future adaptive reuse would require significant capital expenditure.

The ruins of a springhouse are near the lake and its spring still flows. To the untrained eye, the pile
of stones appears to be merely rubble, but under them is the foundation of the springhouse. Removal of
the stones would reveal whether the foundation is of dry stone or mortared and would also show the
approximate size of the stone building once there. The roof of the springhouse was most likely wood and
probably had shingles. Archeological efforts here would most likely result in the discovery of ceramic or
glass objects. After documentation, the “ruins” could be stabilized and left as such, or the springhouse
could be recreated.

A greenhouse framework is adjacent to the firechouse and requires repair for future reuse.

-y,

The greenhouse framework at Kentlands
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The Mills/Nash House, restored by the City and used as a local model railroad museum

MILLS/NASH HOUSE

18 East Diamond Avenue
Historic Resource

This cross-gabled Victorian residence, known as the Mills or Nash House, was built in 1889 by
Peddicord and Colemen for Mr. Bennett of the B&O Railroad. It was enlarged in 1919 and occupied into
the 1980s when it was converted to commmercial use. This house stands, with the altered 6 East Dia-
mond Avenue house, as the last of the dwellings that once lined this section of East Diamond Avenue.
The City acquired the building in 1990 and restored its exterior and rehabilitated the interior.

For the near term, continued use of this house as a model railroad museum will provide, along with
the forthcoming fire station museum, a cultural anchor in that end of Olde Towne. Both stories are
utilized by the Gaithersburg Model Railroad Society, Inc. The first floor contains the operating layout
with four main lines of the model train and one branch line representing several scale miles of track. The
second floor houses an extensive library of books, magazines, pictures, photographic slides, and videos
of railroadiana and visual aid materials,

Over the longer term, the building should be evaluated as to how it might otherwise contribute to the
Olde Towne revitalization. If future use of the building requires an addition, it should be built at the rear
so that the main block of the house is kept intact, preserving the front and sides. The building is currently
open to the public on Saturdays, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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MUSEUMS

Several small museums, all of which are located in Olde Towne, serve the City.

The Gaithersburg Historical Association (GHA) coordinates the Gaithersburg Community Mu-
seum which is housed in the restored B&O Freight Shed at 9 South Summit Avenue. The GHA dedi-
cates itself to the promotion and preservation of local history and provides a research data base for
interested parties. The organization conducts tours for second-graders and other groups, such as the
Smithsonian Institute, as well. Publications are high on their list of priority projects and include a
walking tour of historic Gaithersburg, a history of Asbury Methodist Home, and other brochures. The
GHA sponsors guest speakers, book signings, the Olde Towne House and Garden Tour, and many other
activities. The Gaithersburg Community Museum is open three days a week from 10 am. to 2 p.m.
Space needs are crucial for this group, as are signage and interpretation. Atthe Community Museum, in
addition to the exhibits provided by the GHA, there is a large model railroad provided by the Gaithers-
burg Model Railroad Society.

Railroad cars, undergoing restoration, and a train engine are on display outside the museum. The
Gaithersburg Railway Museum has oversight of these cars, and works to preserve and promote the
railroad heritage of the City. There is need for interpretation and funding for the ongoing restoration
and preservation of these cars.

At 18 East Diamond Avenue, in the historic Nash House, the Gaithersburg Model Railroad
Society (GMRS) carries out ongoing construction of a large model railroad for hobby enthusiasts, but
with the larger purpose of educating the public about the railroad in Gaithersburg and Maryland at
large. The Society participates in train shows at the fairgrounds, and is open each Saturday, and for
special events in Olde Towne.

Viewed as potential strong contributors to the revitalization of Olde Towne, the museums have
come under study by the City to assess their needs and marketing opportunities. These museums, which
are open for only limited hours a week, suffer from the lack of funding, personnel, and space. The
volunteer members of the museums are working with City staff to arrive at a plan for the future.

One recommendation that holds promise is that a curator be used to coordinate the efforts of the
museums. This person would work closely with the City and the volunteer groups to provide support to
improve funding, personnel, and space acquisition. Each museum would retain their individual goals,
mission, and volunteer groups, but could build on the synergy created by their proximity.

The Fire Museum, located at 13 East Diamond Avenue, (“Old” Station Eight), is planned to be
officially opened in 2001. Tt will be dedicated to promote the history of fire fighting and safety in
Gaithersburg. The current restoration of the building will offer a large assembly hall for public use and
a room for display of fire fighting memorabilia. Other areas will be used for storage of gear. A restored
1941 Diamond T fire engine, used between 1941-1950, will be a highlight of the display. Special
attention should be given to the restoration and interpretation of the fire hose tower as an integral part of
the museum efforts. This may require a structural evaluation.

The historic resources at Bohrer Park at Summit Hall Farm and Kentlands possess additional mu-
seum possibilities.
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OBSERVATORY, GAITHERSBURG INTERNATIONAL LATITUDE

100 DeSellum Avenue
Historic Resource, National Landmark, National Register Site

The City’s only National Landmark is located at DeSellum Avenue in the Observatory Heights
subdivision. The observatory was built in 1899 as one of six placed around the world, on the parallel of
39° 08’ north latitude, to observe the position of the earth. The data thus gathered established and mea-
sured the earth’s movement or “wobble” on its axis, which had previously only been hypothesized. This
information is vital to the functioning of today’s satellite-dependent communications and positioning
systems. Members of the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) still come
to the observatory to utilize the ground markers for current day measurements.

The small wooden, gable-roofed building, restored in 1990, is about ten feet square on the interior
and 13 feet square on the exterior. It has a metal roof which opens east and west by a system of pulleys.

Also on the property is a brick caretaker’s house, circa 1940s, owned by the City, and currently used
by Old House Parts (OHP), a non-profit organization that sells discarded historic building pieces. A one-
car, painted block garage with a rear storage section is close to the house and is used by OHP for storage.
OHP will be relocating in late 2000 or early 2001.

Continued public access to this unique site through tours is strongly recommended. The small house
at James Street, at the entrance to this site, might also be incorporated into interpretative plans.

Presently, only occasional tours are made of the site, with these usually being a school group and by
appointment only. Any future use and plans must take special care to preserve the geodetic markers and
the vital azimuth marker on the property .and to prevent vandalism. Although OHP is only open Satur-
days, the weekly and occasional other visits by OHP staff help to maintain vigilance on the condition of
the buildings and grounds.

The City has had long term plans for a science center on this site. However, inadequate land area for
the proposed science center was a stumbling block that has rendered the project infeasible, redirecting the
City’s efforts in the direction of a pocket park. The Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan calls

. e
T e o

The Observatory site, from left to right: garage, caretaker's house, the observatory
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for the creation of a pocket park at this site. FY 01 funding supports planning and design, with construc-
tion proposed for FY 02. This will involve the demolishing of the current caretaker’s house on the
property and replacing it with a picnic shelter, an interpretive kiosk, and signage that explains the history
and purpose of the site. A committee will be formed in the fall 0f 2000 to make recommendations to the
Mayor and City Council on how to proceed as a park site while protecting the Observatory.

PARKING FACILITY
12 East Cedar Avenue

This five-level parking garage, with a top level of rooftop parking, is anticipated to be open in late
2000. Of the 727 parking spaces, 126 will be reserved for the use of the residents of the abutting 68
apartments currently under construction, and 200 for the DANAC offices. The remaining spaces will be
for commuters and visitors to Olde Towne. The issues of metered spaces and manner of reservation are
still under review.,

A pedestrian bridge, extending from the fourth level, will cross over the railroad tracks to enable
visitors access to Olde Towne from the parking garage. The 27-foot high bridge will be approximately
80 feet long and 10 feet wide, and will be embellished with logos of the City and the historic B&O
Railroad. An elevator tower, with stairs, will bring the walkers to the parking area behind the buildings
on East Diamond Avenue where they can then walk safely to the railroad station and other businesses.

The Gaithersburg parking garage
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The playground area at Bohrer Park at Summit Hall Farm

PARKS
City, state, and school-owned recreation areas in Gaithersburg comprise 716.3 acres, as follows:
City-owned parks 522.4 acres
Seneca Creek State Park
(within Gaithersburg) 29.0 acres
Public Schools 164.9 acres

As mentioned in the introduction to this document, an in-depth review of the parks was conducted in
1998 and presented in the publication titled Parks, Recreation, and Open Space for the 21* Century. The
plan lists all existing City parks as well as recreational facilities at public schools, condominiums,
homeowners’ associations, and private apartments.

Two work sessions and a public hearing on the plan were held in 1998, with a third work session
following in July of 1999. Adoption of the plan took place on December 20, 1999, and the document is

now a separate element of the City’s master plan.

Pertinent summary charts from that booklet are included in Appendix B.

23



|
COMMUNITY FACILITIES PLAN 2000 CITY |[OF GAITHERSBURG

POLICE STATION

7 Cedar Avenue '

The Gaithersburg Police Department was created in 1961 and has grown to its current complement
of 35 sworn officers and five civilian employees.

The police station, a 9,857-square foot structure, was purchased in 1993 when the police outgrew the
space in the lower level of the City Hall building, The 7 East Cedar Avenue location is ideal for it is
located at the center point of the City and remains close to City Hall and the Olde Towne area.

The nontraditional look of the building, which has the appearance of three townouses, fits well with
the Department’s Community Policing philosophy, which promotes working with all facets of the com-
munity to solve problems and forming partnerships that will ensure the safety and security of the City and
produce a high quality of life for all people.

The Department of Human Services, which has been sharing the building with the Police Depart-
ment, will relocate to the Wells/Robertson House upon completion of the addition which is anticipated to
be in early 2001.

The building houses the administrative day-to-day functions of the Police Department, such as the
Department’s evidence control and record keeping functions. There are no holding facilities in the build-
ing as this service is provided to the Police Department by the Montgomery County Police facilities
located in Germantown and Rockville.

The Gaithersburg Police Department responds to calls for service as necessary within the City limits.
Gaithersburg Police Officers make arrests and enforce traffic laws and local ordinances. In 1999, there
were 21,000 calls for service within the City limits. Gaithersburg officers handled 8,591 or 41 percent of
the calls. They made 494 adult arrests, 134 DWI arrests, and issued 5,017 traffic citations. The Gaithers-
burg Police Department also provides many other services to the community to include Drug Abuse
Resistance Education (DARE), Neighborhood Watch, security surveys for homes and businesses, vacant
house checks, requests for special patrols, Citizen Police Academies, Selective Traffic Enforcement, and
child safety seat installations. The Department, in cooperation with the City’s Department of Recreation,

provides an after-school program for elementary school children. Recently, the Department has added a
victim advocate to assist victims of crime.

The Gaithersburg Police Station, located in Olde Towne
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The crowning achievement of the Gaithersburg Police Department in 1998 was its re-accreditation.
The accreditation process ensures the department will continue to meet all standards of professional
police service.

PUBLIC WORKS, PARKS MAINTENANCE, AND ENGINEERING
800 Rabbitt Road

The Department of Public Works, Parks Maintenance, and Engineering (DPWM&E), located along
Rabbitt Road in the Pheasant Run Community, provides a variety of services, such as street and sidewalk
maintenance/repairs, snow removal, and street sweeping; maintenance of public buildings; landscaping
and care of public areas, parks, and streets; recycling for single family homes and townhouses; City
vehicle maintenance; and storm water management. This department also maintains all City facilities,
including custodial services, utilities, and repairs, and supervises the construction of all major City projects.
Engineering functions of the department include review of storm water management, sediment control,
storm drainage, paving, and a variety of site plan reviews.

The Public Works facility,
built into the hillside to camouflage the storage and auto-related uses

The facility includes one large building that houses staff offices, maintenance facilities, storage
facilities for all department-associated equipment, and provides gasoline for all city vehicles. Parking is
ample, with the street level lot of 15 spaces, a lower level lot of 21 spaces, and a bottom lot of 50 spaces.
The original building, which was constructed in 1981, was designed to camouflage most of the auto-
related and storage uses that are conducted on the site. This building’s section is virtually hidden from
sight due to planned topographic design. An addition was put on in 1995. A salt storage building was
constructed at the rear of the site in 1991 and will receive an addition in 2001. A new oil recycling
building and truck/car wash are also in the planning stage.

About 60 full-time employees work for DPWPM&E. During the summer months this increases to
70 to 80 workers.
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Gaithersburg Upcounty Senior Center, a joint city, county and state project

SENIOR CENTER, GAITHERSBURG UPCOUNTY
80A Bureau Drive

In May of 1990, the Quality Inn Hotel, built in 1983 and located on a 2.2319-acre site, was converted
to apartments and to the Gaithersburg Upcounty Senior Center. With funds from the City of Gaithers-
burg, Montgomery County, and the State of Maryland, this joint venture between Gaithersburg and
Montgomery County got underway via purchase of the site. The upper floors were modified into small
apartments for low-to-moderate income people. These 120 apartments are known as Diamond Square
Apartments at 80B Bureau Drive.

The first floor of the building is divided into a Senior Center side and an apartment complex side.
The Senior Center side consists of a dining room, card room, lecture room, craft room, and multi-purpose
room. The 2,841 square-foot addition (1996), which expanded the dining room to seat 140 people, also
provided more lobby and recreational space as well as offices. The first floor of the apartment side
contains three of the apartments, a family room, and office.

The Center hosts an active and ethnically diverse population of senior citizens (anyone over 55 is
eligible) who enjoy many programs, activities, and services which range from social and recreational to
educational and health. The varied program includes fitness, support groups, dancing, genealogy classes,
trips, wellness days, medical news, driving for mature drivers, tax assistance, computer classes, and
many more. The registered participants number 650, with 40 to 100 attending daily. Visits from citizens
to the Center numbered 32,931 during fiscal year 1999-2000. Door-to-door transportation is provided
for senior citizens by City of Gaithersburg vans supplemented by Montgomery County buses which are
part of the Senior Transportation Program.

Program space needs continue to grow as the Center develops, both in the building and with the
parking. The current 45 spaces allotted for the Center’s use (the remainder are assigned to the apartment
dwellers) have proven to be inadequate on a number of occasions.
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The Teen Center, just a short walk from Gaithersburg Middle School in Olde Towne,
is an important asset for the City's youth

TEEN CENTERS
402 B East Diamond Avenue

The Center is run as a “Drop In Program” after school for students in grades 6-8. During summer
months, the Center is open to youths grades three and up. The 2,200 square-foot, one-story facility is
sited on a one-acre lot and has an office, kitchen, and three bathrooms. The high level of usage can be
attributed to the Center being located close to Gaithersburg Middle School, i.e., within walking distance.
The Teen Center is dedicated to providing the youth of Gaithersburg with safe, positive, weekend and
after school activities.

An expansion project has been under consideration for some time. The current space is inadequate
to the needs of active adolescents (primarily between the ages of 11-13) who spend their after-school
hours at the Center. The project will include a 1,000-square foot addition as well as a new roof, upgraded
plumbing, new fire system and sprinklers, and heating/air conditioning systems. This will be accom-
plished through CDBG funds in FY 01.

Funding in the approved budget supports facility planning for a new teen center on the west side of
the City. FY 01 funding supports design of the facility and FY 02 funding supports the construction of
the facility. The youth center is planned to be approximately 8,000 square feet, with several rooms to
accommodate various activities, and should have access to outdoor field space and safe roads for both
walking and bus/car drop off. The programs will be comparable to those of the teen center in Olde
Towne.
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The Wells/Robertson House, a successful adaptation for use as a transitional housing facility

WELLS/ROBERTSON HOUSE

1 Wells Avenue
Historic Resource

This residence, at 1 Wells Avenue, was built in 1885 by W. T. Hilton for Henry Miller, co-founder
of the Gaithersburg Milling and Manufacturing Company. The house is named for Mary Wells Robertson,
who owned the house for 62 years before selling it in 1987 to the City who undertook its restoration to
provide a 14-resident transitional home for homeless drug and alcohol addicts in recovery. The exterior
restoration and interior renovation of the Victorian home took place in 1988 using 80 percent community
donations and 20 percent federal/state/local government funds. The operation of the Wells/Robertson
house is not only a community asset, but serves as a national model for both the transitional program as
well as a demonstration of how a group home can gracefully integrate into the surrounding neighbor-
hoods. The facility is currently funded in a joint partnership with monies provided by the following
sources: the Department of Housing and Urban Development—46 percent, state and county—6 percent,
client rents—6 percent, and City of Gaithersburg—42 percent.

A 1,911-square foot addition, scheduled for construction in the fall of 2000, will include two handi-
cap suites, three offices (one for the Human Services office planned to be relocated here), one con ference
room, and a storage area. Another house at 50 DeSellum Avenue serves as the permanent housing
component of the program.

WEST SIDE DRIVE RECREATIONAL FACILITY

Funding in FY 01 supports siting and design of a recreational facility in or near Malcolm King
Park. FY 02 funding supports construction of the facility. The activity center will provide needed space
and programs for this part of the City, especially after school youth programs, community meeting
space, and summer camps for children.

28



O

O

COMMUNITY FACILITIES PLAN 2000 CITY OF GAITHERSBURG

WSSC SITE

112 West Diamond Avenue
Designated Historic Resource

Located in the Chestnut/Meem Historic District, along West Diamond Avenue, this site retains sev-
eral of the original buildings from the City’s first water plant which was built in 1926-1928. The site
currently consists of a water tank and three small buildings that were pump houses. A large brick pump-
ing house was demolished in 1988 for the widening of West Diamond Avenue. A second water tank was
removed for a parking area for the day care housed on the property, currently operated by a private
provider. The buildings, presently used for storage, have been included in the walking tour of the Chest-
nut/Meem Historic District. Over the long term, a plan for historic interpretation could be developed and
public access enlarged to expand appreciation of the mechanical systems contained in the finely-detailed
brick buildings.

The pump houses at the WSSC site, part of the City's first water plant
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The parking lot built on the Wye Site to serve commuters using the trains

WYE SITE

Frederick Avenue at Cedar Avenue
Designated Historic Resource

In 1888, the Metropolitan Branch of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad purchased a 2.16-acre tract
from the Fulks-DeSellum family and constructed the turning “wye,” an arrangement of railroad tracks
resembling the letter “Y,” which enabled the early steam locomotives to turn around to reverse their
direction. Later, the Gaithersburg wye was used to turn “helper” steam locomotives, which were used to
push trains coming from the west up the grades to Gaithersburg where they were uncoupled from the
castbound trains and could return west again. In later years, reversing diesel engines made the wye
superfluous for the railroad, and the site became a siding for a lumber yard and the location of other light
industrial uses.

Locally designated as a historic site in 1986, the Wye Site was documented in 1997, prior to having
the rails lifted for paving for an interim commuter lot of 220 parking spaces.

The plan for the revitalization of Olde Towne calls for the extension of West Diamond Avenue
through this site to connect with Cedar Avenue. Future development could memorialize its history.

OTHER CITY-OWNED OR OPERATED BUILDINGS

The City also owns several other structures which do not come under the category of community
facilities, but are mentioned here for reference purposes.

The buildings are: 2 James Street, 208 North Summit Avenue, 307 South Frederick Avenue, 315
East Diamond Avenue (Fishman Building), and 300 Dogwood Drive.
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CITY OF GAITHERSBURG

CITY-OWNED OR OPERATED FACILITIES

LAND JBUILDING { NUMBER NUMBER CTHER YEAR COMMENTS
FACILITY AREA SQ.FT. | OF PARKING OF STAFF AMENITIES BUILT
(ACRES) SPACES FTIPT
Aquatic Center, Olde Towne ~15] | share81 1 | oerr -
_Kduatic Centér, L.akelands ~ o TBD |
Bohrer Park at Summit Hall Farm | 57.6956 share 418 - i __
Activity Center || 49000| sharedt8 | 28|  vAPAGA| 1998 )
Historic Farm Complex:
Manor House* ) 3,944 B ) 1783 1846, 1886, 1937 additions
Tenant House 1,836 i 1868 |
Barn* | 4862] - 1887 o —
Smokehouse 1 196 - _ oy ~
Rambler 4,830 1953
Miniature Golf 25 share 418 1994
Skate Park 12,300| share 418 | lockers | 2000 i
Water Park " 25| | shaed18 " 2100 1991
~ B&O Stationk 1.24545| 54,252 9 ticket office, shop | 1884 1985/86 restored
and Freight Shedx I 1,008 ~_museum | 1884 '
Casey Community Centerst 60| 14000 1481 40| 1938 1971 deeded to City
_ 7 I ) o 1977 remodeled
" City Hali/Schwartz HousexF | 52| 27,900 shared8 67 VA, GA, PA | 1895| 1958 purchased, 1988-89 addition
[ City Hall Concert Pavilion —| 1,329] share 48 PA | 1998 1
" De Sellum House 021 1092 2 i 1981 1983 group home
' Firehouse, Old Station Eightk 4,000 27| volunteers 1927 ]
B P I R N
Bamnx 0.13| 9.350| onstreet VA, GA, PA | ¢.1900 -
Firehousex | 7818 onstreet I [c.1940s o
Mansion* 0.95| 8,000] onsteet 215  VAPA| 1900 1991 converted to community use
‘Building on the Green 400] on street | 1900 7 -
Mills/Nash Housek 0287 1,746 7 volunteers museum | 1889 1990 purchased, 1§§3>7restored
Latitude Observatory* B | 1899 1988 restored
Caretaker's House L 2,005] on street ~ 1947 7 o
Garage ‘ 384 o T
7Parking ‘Facility 08416 | 35421 727 2000/ ~ Sdevel parkiné-éa;-rage
Police Station 039| 9857 17 3614 | 1993 purchased |
Public Works Maintenance Bldg 17.09| 27,305 86 64/3 1981 1995 addition
) - - 70-80 summer | 1991 salt storage building
Senior Center, Upcountyt 2.2319| 60,891 45 5 ~ 1983] 1990 purchased, 1996 addition
Teen Center, East Side 1.0 2,200 28 1930 1936 addition, 1392 remodeled
oo Center Wost S o j - T
| WellsiRobertson Housex 2.05 4,000 share 48 4 1885 1978‘7 purchased, 1988 restored |
R I . 2000 a 11,911 sq. ft. addition
_ West Side Dr. Recreational Facility | ,,,,. 18D |
WSSC Sitex 1.03| 3 bldgs one-50,000 gal tank [1926-28 1987 purchased
R e | i
Wye Sitex 2.16 220 1888 commuter lot 1997

* Historic Resources
Council for the Arts;

VA - Visual Arts (galleries)
GA - General Aris (e.g.. book fair)

PA - Performing Arts
t  Proposed Arts Programming
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FUTURE PUBLIC FACILITY NEEDS TO BE ASSESSED

NIKE SITE

This property is located on Muddy Branch Road and is currently owned by the Federal Govenment.
The City would like to acquire this property to evaluate its best use for the local and larger communities,

keeping in consideration its historical nature. Residential development is currently under construction
immediately surrounding this site.

OLDE TOWNE AS A CULTURAL ARTS DISTRICT

Developing the cultural arts as a strategy for revitalization has been highly successful in cities such
as Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; New Haven, Connecticut; Tucson, Arizona; Alexandria, Virginia; Provi-
dence, Rhode Island; and Fort Wayne, Indiana. Through legislation designating areas as Cultural Arts
Districts, revitalization can be further empowered through the issuing of bonds, grants, and tax incen-
tives. The legislatures of the State of Maryland are currently considering such a bill.

Most Cultural Arts Districts are designed to take advantage of existing city attractions such as
historic features, cultural facilities, parks, and other amenities. Through the enhancements and ex-
panded efforts currently underway with the museums of Olde Towne, the existing City Hall Concert
Pavilion, the Art in Public Places projects planned in Olde Towne, and the efforts to develop artist
studio space in this historic area, Olde Towne Gaithersburg is well suited to utilizing the cultural arts as
a prime component in the City’s efforts to revitalize this district.

NEW SCHOOL AND PARK SITES

As development continues in the City through annexations, consideration needs to be given to new
school and park sites with particular focus on such sites as the McGowan Tract and the Crown Farm.
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OTHER COMMUNITY FACILITIES

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES

The public school system serving Gaithersburg is administered by the Montgomery County Public
School (MCPS) system. The Board of Education creates and carries out the policies and programs for
students and teachers as well as sets boundaries for attendance. Asa result, Gaithersburg residents may
be required to attend a school outside the City limits. The City, always alert to meet the needs of its
residents, confers closely with MCPS on school issues. The City is also in the process of formally
adopting residential development standards relating to public school adequacy as part of the Smart Growth
program in Maryland.

The schools are grouped by “clusters” equating to the high schools and their feeder schools. The
clusters serving Gaithersburg residents are the Gaithersburg Cluster, the Quince Orchard Cluster, Watkins
Mill Cluster, Wooten Cluster, and Northwest Cluster. The chart on the next page provides more information
on the size of buildings and school sites, and other facilities connected with a particular school.

School facilities are publicly owned and, after hours, the facilities can be used for recreational, civic,
and educational purposes. Schools provide recreational facilities including ball fields, playgrounds, and
quarter-mile running tracks as well as gyms and auditoriums. The high schools have large, well-equipped
auditoriums for public performances. The Interagency Coordinating Board (1.C.B.), for Community Use
of Public Facilities provides for the rental and liaison work of the use of the schools.

The City of Gaithersburg continues to supplement the county’s efforts with several far-reaching
programs. These include an annual educational grant program for those schools with at least ten percent
Gaithersburg residents; the Adopt-a-School Program in which the Mayor and City Council and other
staff serve as liaisons for school events and needs; the Drug and Alcohol Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.)
program, a fifth-grade drug prevention education effort; the Read Aloud Program; Arbor Day Celebra-
tions; family fun nights; and the CHARACTER COUNTS! training for students, teachers, and staff.

Planned improvements to schools within the City limits include changes to the traffic circulation
pattern at Gaithersburg High School, and proposals for additions to Gaithersburg Elementary, Rosemont
Elementary, and Gaithersburg High School. At present, the MCPS is seeking an appropriate site for a
new middle school to serve the Quince Orchard Cluster.

Local colleges include Montgomery Community College, with campuses in Rockville and
Germantown: Johns Hopkins University and the University of Maryland via satellite campuses in the
Shady Grove Road area; and Columbia Union College, recently located in the City.

33



CITY OF GAITHERSBURG

COMMUNITY FACILITIES PLAN 2000

fepsno g L ymas/iaa z | 650°EL 0zl e66L | 99 5 % §'Ge §3 jleysien poobiny |
g/4 | ‘as/agl | 6£9'09 LZ) 1861 | L8 968 % ¥ §3 aue sauop
fepsro g LM ES/Ea T | OFL'LY 00l £i6L | gV Ly % 66 53 peoy spiaid
gs/agl | v6'8L ! 0661 | BEL 169 % 885 153 uosie) jpyoey
Repor0 S | yimgsS/gag | 8EL'8s 08 gasl | 195 96¥ % £¥8 157 uoes umelg
sheyoro g euimgs/day | 6691 00z GLBL | LDl 106 % 90y S MaIAaBpRy
fepsro g/4 | ym 9S/88 S | V958LE g0¢ 1664 | 800} b6 % 8¢ SN malrsBury
ge/ga s PP wnipels | 2L6'¥eT gl 886L | L£8) 78.1 % 4§18 SH pieyolQ soUInd
13sn|J pieyiQ cuE___G
felaao S | Y as/iaa 1 | 62282 0oL 0661 | 6L 26/ % 0’} < 53 JIENIW Pleuoy
g | 'as/adl | 899°.8 08 | 864 6e6L | 0op ey %0} < S3 uUMOJUBLLIBD)
fepsro g4 L UM ESIga T | 066'¥9 | Md 001 GI6L | 909 99% % 1'/8 53 puowelg
S| ‘gaz | 689'/€ ZL | 0861 ¥GhL | ¥YE 90¢ %0l< 53 umojsaweq
feporo g4 L yumas/ga z | LG8'Y9 06 986, | €9 9z8 %04 < $3 i Jeddo|
shellarO S EUIMES/Ad Y | 6LE°9E) 00Z g6l | 101 06 % 90 SN mairatpiy
fepono 5/4 | UM ES/EAS | ¥O6'8L §0¢ 1664 | 6004 18 % 8'pE S malstuny
feusro g/4 | umasaa e | 9vg'erl 002 z66L | zeol £8/ %0} < SN Sluawa|) oleqoy
fepono ass0.08] |, YIm 8S/ag € ‘uolenbsy ag | ',pRi4 WNIPEIS o'l §¥e 9661 | B8EZL 088 % C¥) SH 1SBMULON
13)8n|9 1SOMUHON
5/a4/gs/89 b | 925°08 601 | ¥861 9561 | LSF 8Ly % |'th 53 9A019) uojBuUSEM
fepsro S L UIMAS/AEE | 8IOFS | Md T0I LBL | 28G 146G % t'99 453 IleH Hwuwing
S| 'ds/gdl ‘4s L | £¢L'8L g0 896l | 69 8.5 %Y §3 s/jouy ALSGMBAS
as/ag? | 05645 08 | 9661 Go6L | it 5ot % 104 153 JuoWosoy
feparo g/4 | LImas/ga £ | 091'v9 SOl | 686l 1G6L | 94§ 685 %01 < S3 o|IASUOLEN
fejoro g/ L IMES/EaZ | OFL'9L g0l 8gsl | LiL G9J %0l < §3 usyseo
go/ad | | 80609 08 | z86Y Bl | wiv 166 % 9'96 453 Bingsisyled
g/41'gs/gdg | ¥69'LG1 T | 988} 0961 | 091 96 % L'ST 1w Bingsiauies
fepano S/4) UM gS/e8 ¢ | 90C'62| 002 G661 ; BSH £26 % 7’98 LS ¥e0 189104
gs/ggz 'S | Pield wnipels | 889'082 08¢ | 8264 1561 | 8981 0984 % §'GE 4SH Bingsiaylieo
1snD m;:nm._w_._:w.w
SIN3AIS3Y
Eqocd -4 |jRqUos - 8S  ({eqaseg - 448 490005~ § ($349v) a3az 1SNOD 6636 DANESYIHUIVD TO0HIS
‘1408 328 *NYIAONW 9¥0 ALIDYAYD | INSWTT08NT IVLIOLI0 %
Sa1344 ,S140dS ONILSH3 Y101 JLS UY3IA 31va Wi0L INIWTIOENT

TIVHD SINIAISId DANGSUIHLIVD DNIAYIS STOOHDS

34



CITY OF GAITHERSBURG

COMMUNITY FACILITIES PLAN 2000

PUBJAIRN ‘3](1A3D0Y 'Pleog BUNEUpIon) Aduaealu] ‘ge6 | ACIUBAU| pIBLY J00YDS
(d1D) weidolg suawanoidw (ende’) F007-666 1 Ad10) SIOOYIS HqNd Auno) Alswoduow P0G

ans ysed Juadelpe sajousp S
YO 422205 ‘35S0.IB) *||EQIO0) - P9I WAIPEIS
sy Ay uiyim paiedoy sp Suipping L is9ION

16797 99°¢ | 886} 526 | 062 062 s ulLep 1S
ajeald

g5 | 0so'Y 50 gssL | O g %00} f] XIus0yd

000's1 g¢ 966L | O a9¢ % 0°Ge [00YyaS JuowneQ

g1 '8S1 | 00v'aR 9ze | €61 L6y | Sop 2.8 %0 < uiem] e
1210

feysno g4 Lyimgsiaa g | Lh9'8s gl geeL | 8F. 69 % 1'¢ S3 I BUOS

Aeyiar0 g4 Z uimgs/aaz | €L0'6S 00l GBL | 18P 71y %22 33 384ng

Sz 'gs/iAg L | Se0'Ll 374 L6y | ¥Z8 086 %6Y S 15014 UB00Y

g/4 | 's/gg e APl Wpels | S¥5'9eT G 06 | €51 §ZLL % G¢ SH UOIOOM, 'S SBLIoY |
(jenued) J93sn|D UCHOOM

asi | 0lG'vr 00 060 | 89 119 %0l < $3 BuISiaUM

fepoac S L UM asiag L | 01y Md 00L 061 | L0S 1€5 % T8 S3 N SUPIEM

gs ) |see'ys 00l pi6L | €9 829 %01 < S3 HoImpaIs

sz | ovz'os Z0l Z/6L | 978 Geg %79 S3 aye uines

feporo S LUIMES L 1 01282 00l 686l | 92L 189 %'l < 53 Ajeq sewer 1ded

gsigay | Lee'hel 91 1861 108 g8l % ('L < SIN sjiisiaaN

Aeyoac S | yImasiaaz | 622'6C1 1'GL 8Osl | 9S/ Y % G681 S Sbema Aswobiuow

gs/ag z WPIeid WNIpeIS | 98462 | Md 0Z€ 6951 | 8.L1 5Z6l4 %¥6 SH 1N SUDEA
JBISN|D [IIN SUBIEA

(s} SIN3AISTY
. - - - S3y Q37 1SNOD 66-86 OHNGSHIHLY
ljeqiood - IIEAUOS - 85 llzqosed - g4 19920575 ‘1408 328 -NY300NW e} ALDYdYD | LNIW110UNT ._<.5hwm_.n_u B\ac 100H38
Sa13!4 S1H0dS INLLSIX3 vioL s UYIA 3ivd L ALY INFWTTIOUNT

35



COMMUNITY FACILITIES PLAN 2000 CITY OF GAITHERSBURG

FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICES

The City is served by the Gaithersburg-Washington Grove Volunteer Fire Department (GWGVFD)
and Station 31 of the Rockville Volunteer Fire Department (RVFD). These companies are part of the 19
Fire/Rescue Corporations which serve the citizens in 33 fire stations throughout Montgomery County.
The county-wide system is run by the Fire and Rescue Commission, a seven-member board appointed by
the County Executive and confirmed by the County Council. The Fire/Rescue Commission is supported
by the 19 corporations, which collectively have about 1500 volunteer members, and the Department of
Fire and Rescue Services, which has approximately 900 employees in the County.

The GWGVFD, formed in 1927, operates three facilities, two of which provide fire and rescue
service. They are Station § at 801 Russell Avenue (within the Gaithersburg City limits) and Station 28
(built in 1967) at 7272 Muncaster Mill Road (in Montgomery County). The third facility, “Old” Station
8, a 4,000-square foot building at 13 East Diamond (in Olde Towne Gaithersburg) served the City and
adjacent area from 1927 to 1978. It is still in use to store apparatus, equipment, and supplies for the two
active stations. It is currently being renovated to include a fire museum and public assembly hall (see
also Fire Museum, p. 20). The new Station 8, on 1.5 acres, is about 19,000 square feet; and Station 28, on
1.3 acres, is 7,100 square feet. The GWGVFD currently operates four engines, one aerial ladder tower,
one medic unit, four ambulances, and a brush truck at the two stations.

The RVFD was organized in 1921. Since then, the department has grown from a few volunteers
with one fire engine to a four-station operation, one of which, Station 31, serves Gaithersburg residents
on the western side of the City. Originally established in 1978 at Shady Grove and Damestown Roads,
Station 31 was later moved to 12100 Darnestown Road, right outside the edge of the City limits. It is
home to Engine 311 and 312, Truck 31, Ambulance 319, Utility 31 and Brush 315. It is also home to the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Urban Search and Rescue Group, one of the 26 units
in the United States. About a quarter of the building holds a large portion of their equipment.

The fire companies have a number of community programs. These include cardiopulmonary resus-
citation (CPR) training for citizens, fund raising, training sessions on fire safety, i.e., the Fire Safety
house for children and Safety in Our Neighborhood Program, and ride-along opportunities for citizens.

The GWGVFD plans to open the Fire Museum in Old Station 8 in 2001, aleng with the assembly
hall; add a third maintenance shop to Station 8 in the next 3 to 5 years; add a new fire station at Rio, west
of [-270 in the next 10 years; and move Station 28 to the Airpark and combine with FAA approved fire
service in the next 10 to 20 years.
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LIBRARIES

Gaithersburg is currently served by a county library located at the comer of Montgomery Village Av-
enue and Lost Knife Drive outside the City limits. The Gaithersburg Regional Library, builtin 1981,is a6.2-
acre site, with a library building 0f 35,3 14 square feet and associated parking. 1t is operated by the Montgom-
ery County Department of Public Libraries. A recent “mini-renovation,” which included carpeting and
shelves, took place in the summer of 1998. The library is one of the ten busiest libraries in the United States,
with a circulation averaging over a million materials a year and 100, 000 a month. Over 176, 000 volumes are
in the library and are cared for by a staff of 33 people with an additional 21 part-time staff who shelve the
books. The library has two meeting rooms, one of which is the largest meeting room in county government
buildings holding 300 people.

The library works cooperatively with the City, particularly with the Department of Parks, Recreation
and Culture, the Council of the Arts, and the Economic Development Committee. Among the City
sponsored activities at the library are an arts program and a City information rack. The City has also
donated computers to be used by library patrons. The library offered its meeting rooms for citizens
running for City offices to conduct their debates.

A variety of special programs occur at the library, among which are: computer training; book discus-
sions—held in English, Chinese or Spanish; a “Language Discovery Center,” for parents and their chil-
dren; and an ongoing book sale sponsored by the Friends of the Library who also held 2 Family Fun Day
and Kite Flying Day.

A second library, the Quince Orchard Community Library, has been recently built at 15831 Quince
Orchard Road across from Quince Orchard High School. This 17,500-square foot building, located on a
2.7-acre site, opened in December 1999. This library will primarily serve the west side of the City and
the surrounding community.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY AGRICULTURAL CENTER

The Montgomery County Agricultural Center, known commonly as the “fairgrounds,” was founded
on its present site in 1948. This 59-acre site is home to the annual Montgomery County Fair that cel-
ebrated its 50th anniversary in 1998 and draws approximately 250,000 people annually at the August
event. Outdoor facilities include two open-sided covered pavilions, a 5,200 seat grandstand, a 60’ by
120" horse arena, thirteen 35' by 120' barns, and wooded areas for picnicking. Camping facilities are
available to accommodate 30 water/sewer and electric hook-ups. Indoor facilities include a home
arts/4-H building and an auditorium ideal for corporate training sessions, auctions or trade shows. Two
oversized garage doors at both ends of the auditerium allow for easy access. There is also a semi-formal
dining hall that is 50' by 100' and accommodates 360 seated guests or up to 800 people theater style for
lectures, seminars, or the like. An addition of 6,900 square feet was completed prior to the 2000 fair.
Events are held year-round and range from trade shows, craft fairs and flea markets to wedding recep-
tions, training/speaking seminars, and company picnics. Overseen by a private, non-profit organiza-
tion—the Montgomery County Agricultural Center, Inc.-—the program is dedicated to enhancing the
experiences of and providing a platform for performance and achievement by the 4-H, FHA, FFA, and
the community at large through its network of thousands of volunteers.
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POSTAL SERVICE

The City is currently served by two post offices within the City limits. The Gaithersburg Main Post
Office, approximately 9,600 square fect, on about half an acre, is located in Olde Towne Gaithersburg at
21 South Summit Avenue adjacent to City Hall and offers window service as well as the processing of
passport applications, mail box rentals, and postal vehicular storage for 33 vehicles. There are about 75
employees. The future of this post office is uncertain given that the facility is located in a leased building
which recently changed hands. The current operation at this location may change to window service with
letter sorting being done elsewhere, thereby relocating vehicles currently stored on the premises. The
concept of establishing a philatelic center at the Olde Towne Post Office has been discussed recently.

The second post office, known as Diamond Farms Branch of the Gaithersburg Post Office, having
about 90-95 employees, is located at 23 Firstfield Road on the west side of the City. This office also
provides window services for the large business population located in that area and provides for registra-
tion for the draft. The post office owns this property, but is considering a relocation due to increased
space needs.

A new full service post office will be opening in the Kentlands Market Square Shopping Center.
This 5,200-square foot postal retail store will provide a 24-hour lobby with stamp vending machines and
1,000 post office boxes. The facility will employ six people and is anticipated to open in late 2000.

The facility at 16501 Shady Grove Road, while outside the City limits, plays an important role in the
mail processing for Gaithersburg residents. The site, a 160,000 square-foot facility on 13 acres, includes
about 1,100 employees and is known as the Suburban Maryland Plant and Distribution Center. Con-
nected with the mail processing center is an annex site off Gaither Drive which has 55,000 square feet of
space.

POLICE

Citizens of Gaithersburg are served by two outstanding police departments: the Gaithersburg Police
Department and the Montgomery County Police Department. The Gaithersburg Police Department (see
page 24) is located at 7 East Cedar Avenue and provides protection 24 hours, 7 days per week. The
Montgomery County Police Department, Germantown District, is located at 20000 Aircraft Drive in
Germantown. The two police agencies enhance the ability of both the Gaithersburg Police Department
and the Montgomery County Police Department to provide efficient and effective police service.

The Montgomery County Police Department (MCPD) works in conjunction with the Gaithersburg
City Police, pursuant to a memorandum of understanding, to provide a full range of law enforcement
services to the City. The City of Gaithersburg is located within the boundaries of the Germantown
District of the MCPD.

The Montgomery County Police Department is a full service police agency, providing police patrol
coverage to Gaithersburg 24 hours per day, 7 days per week. The MCPD is a fully accredited law
enforcement agency by the Commission for the Accreditation of Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA).
The MCPD operates on a philosophy of Community Policing, with a stated mission; “to provide the
highest quality of police services by empowering our members and the community to work in partnership
with the goat of improving the quality of life within Montgomery County, while at the same time main-
taining respect for individual rights and human dignity.”
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The officers of the Germantown District responded to nearly 69,563 calls for service in year 1999,
of which approximately 21,355 (30%) were within the City limits of Gaithersburg. The most common
types of incidents that officers handled were (in order of frequency), disorderly conduct, motor vehicle
accident, larcenies, domestic violence incidents, vandalism, minor assaults, and burglaries. In addition,
the Germantown District offers a wide range of programs aimed at the youth of the community, By
involving them in crime prevention activities, and interacting with them in the schools in the district, it is
the hope of the police force to forge relationships that will last into adulthood.

Due to the exceptionally high workload currently being carried by the Germantown District, the
MCPD is presently making plans to create a separate police district that would incorporate the City of
Gaithersburg, Montgomery Village, and other adjacent communities. This Sixth District would be cre-
ated so as to increase the efficiency of police service delivery to these areas, and to provide a greater
police presence in the greater Gaithersburg area. Current plans call for the implementation of the initial
stage of the new district by late 2000 with the opening of the substation at 18749 North Frederick
Avenue.

SOLID WASTE SERVICES

Solid waste services for the residents of the City of Gaithersburg are maintained by private waste
removal providers. Each community, or individual homeowner, in the City may contract for solid waste
removal services. The City provides recycling services, both on a weekly and a monthly schedule. The
weekly pickup services all single family homes and townhouses. This includes newspapers, other mixed
paper, corrugated cardboard, recyclable cans, glass containers, plastic bottles, brush, branches, grass
clippings, and other yard trimmings. A monthly bulk pick-up will remove large appliances and other
large household items. Seasonal collections include fall leaves, storm damage, large amounts of brush,
and holiday trees. The City also has a drop-off location for recyclables located at its Public Works
facility (see page 25). The hours of this recyclable operation are every Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
This location also provides a 24-hour drop-off for oil and antifeeze.

Montgomery County maintains a solid waste transfer station on Maryland Route 355 which is free
for residents. In addition to household refuse, residents may recycle such items as tires, appliances,
newspapers, magazines, branches, grass clippings, leaves, bedding material, clothing, textiles, construc-
tion materials, glass objects, plastic bottles, etc. Accommodations for hazardous materials are provided
twice a month to supplement the ongoing separate collection for batteries, antifreeze, and car oil. The
waste transfer station is adjacent to the railroad for easy removal of the waste. A separate entrance off
Shady Grove Road is available for waste collection companies who are required to pay a tipping fee.

WATER AND SEWER SERVICES

All water and sewer services are provided by the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission
(WSSC). WSSC is a regional bi-county, quasi-public agency which provides this important service.
Currently there is capacity for the expansion of the system; however, continued building may limit
carrying capacity. The WSSC maintains a maintenance yard along West Diamond Avenue which serves
as an Up-County staging area for the Commission and its projects.
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Background

By Resolution No. R-88-96, adopted October 21, 1996, the Gaithersburg City Council
established the Ad Hoc Committee for the Community Facilities Element of the Master Plan.
The purpose of the Committee was to provide a forum for the discussion of issues, goals,
strategies and new ideas for improving the public facilities used by City residents and to make
recommendations for the Community Facilities Element of the Master Plan. Public participation
in the revision of the various elements of the Master Plan has enhanced communication between
City officials, staff and Gaithersburg residents and in the case of the Community Facilities
Element, has helped all of those involved to take a citywide view while at the same time thinking
about the particular issues and characteristics of individual neighborhoods. Topics discussed by
the Committee ranged from parks and recreational programs to cultural opportunities and
governmental services.

The membership of the Committee comprised representatives from all six neighborhood
planning areas in Gaithersburg as well as liaisons from the City’s Economic Development and
Beautification committees. Beginning with an organizational meeting on November 26, 1996,
the Committee met during December of last year and January, February and March of 1997 to
review and discuss community facilities serving Gaithersburg and to prepare recommendations
for this report. In addition to the comments and suggestions from Committee members, the report
also benefited from having input gathered from a survey on parks and recreation that was mailed
to all City residents via the “Leisure Times” publication. Focus group sessions wetre also
conducted with teenagers and with senior citizens regarding recreational facilities and
programming.

Introduction

The major focus of the Ad Hoc Committee for Community Facilities report is parks, open space,
recreational programs and the future utilization of City-owned buildings and sites. Public
services that are not directly provided by the City such as schools, libraries, post offices and

utilities are noted briefly in the report for informational purposes.

Gaithersburg has experienced extraordinary growth in the recent past and the need for a wide



range of convenient, high quality and easily accessible public facilities has grown with the City.
The basic outline of subject areas to be addressed in the Community Facilities Element of the
Master Plan provided a framework for the work of the Committee. The report is organized in the
following manner:

Parks and Open Space

Recreation

Cultural Resources

Government Facilities

Public Safety and Emergency Services

Educational Facilities

Solid Waste Services

Water and Sewerage Systems

Parks and Open Space

The last comprehensive plan for parks was completed in 1978. There is an existing 363 acres of
municipal park land in a city with a population approaching 50,000. With approximately 25 |
percent of Gaithersburg’s land area currently vacant but under increasing pressure for
development, the opportunity for obtaining additional public parks and for the preservation of
open space and wooded areas with the City is diminishing rapidly.

New Parks, Open Space and Facilities

The Committee strongly supports the open space provisions of the Lakelands development plan
in Neighborhood Four and the purchase by the City of additional open space adjacent to the

- school site for recreational use. The Committee endorses the designated green space areas in the
concept plan for the Casey Tract, located between the CSX rail line and Interstate 270, which is
described in the Neighborhood Five Land Use Plan, an element of the Master Plan..

The Committee also endorses the further development and enhancement of Kelley Park in
Neighborhood One and calls for the City to work closely with the Montgomery County Board of



Education to develop a new soccer field at Gaithersburg Middle School and new soccer and ball
fields at the future Forest Oak Middle School, to be located at the Casey Goshen tract adjacent to
the Saybrooke community.

A high priority for the City should be the acquisition of land and the development of a long
awaited park and playground in the vicinity of Watkins Mill Road to serve Neighborhood Six.

The Committee strongly supports the concept of the Gaithersburg Greenways system, a proposal
outlined in the Sensitive Areas Element of the Master Plan which envisions an interconnected
system of linear green areas and trails connecting various destinations within Gaithersburg and
linking the City to regional trails and parks. Committee members suggested that consideration
be given to placing public water fountains at convenient and highly visible locations along the
future trail system.

Summit Hall Farm Park

‘Gaithersburg’s major municipal park and a facility that is building a regional as well as local
customer base, Summit Hall Farm Park (S.H.F.P.) is an impressive jewel in the City’s crown.
The park has wide open spaces, historic buildings that are central to the understanding of
Gaithersburg’s evolution, active recreational facilities ranging from a miniature golf course to a
swimming complex and passive recreational facilities such as walking paths and picnic areas.

The Committee spent a great deal of time reviewing past plans for S.H.F.P., its existing features
and the opportunities for enhancing the park. Recommendations for the park include
preservation of the open space between MD 355, South Frederick Avenue, and the manor house
(Summit Hall) along with additional landscaping. Along with the construction of the Activity
Building which will be under way shortly, future projects at S.H.F.P. should include an
expansion of the outdoor pool. After the offices for the Parks and Recreation Department are
relocated to the new Activities Building, the rambler (its current home) should retained
temporarily as an “arts incubator.” The building could be made available for use by artists and
craftsman as studio space. The Committee envisions the historic buildings at S.H.F.P. such as
the manor house, the tenant house, the smoke house and the barn as eventually being developed
as an interpretive farm attraction with the artists in residence.

After the manor house and grounds become available for use by the City, consideration should be
given to using the landmark farm house to house the local history museum, which is currently
housed in the small B & O Freight House in Olde Towne. Once the Summit Hall Farm buildings
are developed for cultural and educational uses in the future, the Committee agreed that the
rambler should be razed in order to improve the appearance and function of the grounds around
the older buildings and to create an appropriately landscaped buffer between them and the new
Activities Building.



Improving Existing Parks

There was general agreement on the Committee that the City’s existing parks are attractive and
well maintained. Continued maintenance of park facilities and landscaping, along with the
installation of additional trash receptacles and the consistent enforcement of the “pooper-
scooper” regulations will increase the level of enjoyment of these public areas for residents and
visitors. :

Looking at ways to improve and enhance the park system in Gaithersburg, the Committee noted
that amenities such as benches, shelters and more shade trees are needed, especially in parks with
ball fields such as Morris and Kelley parks. New directional, identification, and informational
signage is needed to help citizens locate and utilize the parks in the City. Such signage should be
part of a comprehensive Gaithersburg sighage system that is coordinated with the existing street
signs and the proposed entrance and gateway features earmarked for prominent locations on
major thoroughfares such as MD 355 (Frederick Avenue).

Vandalism

The subject of providing safe and convenient public restrooms in parks developed into a general
discussion of vandalism. The Committee members agreed that as the park system grows and is
enhanced in the future with new buildings and landscaping, the City’s CHARACTER COUNTS!
program may be an effective vehicle to help build pride and ownership in public facilities among
Gaithersburg’s youth. This effort could be expanded by inviting schools and civic associations
to “Adopt a Park” or greenway trail. Another opportunity to prevent or at least reduce the amount
of vandalism is to wisely design new facilities for ease of surveillance by neighbors and the
police and to design structures and landscaping with low maintenance and practicality in mind.

Private Sector

The Committee considered how the private sector could become an active partner in developing
improved public recreational facilities in Gaithersburg. One of the ideas included building
playgrounds with the sponsorship of the local Saturn automobile dealership, taking part in a
corporate program of that company that has resulted in playgrounds being constructed across the
country. With the assistance of the City’s Economic Development Director and the Economic
Development Committee, Gaithersburg could be marketed to private developers and operators of
facilities for activities ranging from in-line skating (rolier-blading) and ice skating to health clubs
and fitness centers.



Recreation

In addition to reviewing the results of the survey of City residents and the teenager and senior
citizens focus group sessions, the Committee also did some brainstorming of its own 1o generate

ideas for recreational priorities.

The Committee members agreed that the most pressing need for recreational activities is to
provide more opportunities for teenagers. After school programs such as the ones currently
sponsored by the Gaithersburg Teen Center in Olde Towne should be expanded to include
athletic and cultural events and regularly scheduled social gatherings, perhaps with music and
refreshments, in convenient locations throughout the City. Other recreational programs that
would enhance the quality of life in-Gaithersburg would include the availability of nature and
hiking trips for families, organized educational programs for children such as computer training
and providing time and access to computers after school, and opportunities for spontaneous adult
athletic activities such as pick-up games, rather than just having formal league sports with teams.
The Committee was encouraged that with the construction of the Activities Building at Summit
Hall Farm Park, many of the recommended recreational programs could be accommodated.

City Survey

The City-wide Parks and Recreation survey indicated that the leading recreational programs and
opportunities desired by residents include:

. Ice skating

. A second teen center, on the west side of the City

. Health and wellness (fitness) programs

. Cultural programs

. Aquatic classes and programs

. Youthactivities for after school, weekends, holidays and during the summer

The survey also indicated strong support for the new Activities Building and highlighted the
need for new lighted ball fields, bike trails, acquisition of new parkland and open space at
Kentlands/Lakelands and elsewhere in the City, expansion of the Summit Hall Farm Park pool
and the development of a cultural and performing arts center in Olde Towne.



Focus Groups

The results of the focus group session with teenage residents of the City indicated that there is
strong interest in entertainment activities. One popular suggestion was that could be a place to
hang out at night such as a coffee house, with billiards, non-alcoholic refreshments and
performances such as music and readings. The teenagers stated that this would give them a place
to go and socialize while they are too young to go to bars. The teenagers also stated an interest
in art classes and field trips to out of state locations. In regards to recreational facilities, there
was general agreement that Gaithersburg needs the following:

. Additional gymnasiums
. Lighted basketball courts and better maintenance of the rims and baskets at the outdoor
courts

. Lighted football/soccer field

. Lacrosse league

. Three-on-three basketball league

. An outdoor poo! with deep water.

Three focus group sessions were held at the Gaithersburg Upcounty Senior Center to collect
ideas and suggestions from senior citizens that use this regional facility regarding recreational

services and programs offered by the City. The participants expressed interest in expanding
programs including the following:

. Bowling lessons and league
o Swimming 1‘)rograms

° Indoor shuffleboard

. Performing arts programs

» Walking club

® Expand the existing bingo program



. Intellectual seminars and workshops

. Volunteer-ted discussion groups

. An elder hosfél program

. Art and music appreciation classes

. Book groups

. Low impact fitness and aerobic claﬁses

. Trips to places of interest

. Consider extending a senior discount fee to nonresidents for City programs
Private Sector

The Committee noted that recreation is an area that the private sector can be an active participant.
For example, the coffee house concept for teenagers with entertainment and refreshments (non-
alcohol) is a logical undertaking for an entrepreneur experienced in such an operation. The City
could assist with helping to find a location and possibly offering start up funding, as well as
assisting with programming and marketing.

Cultural Resources

Reaffirming Olde Towne’s evolution as the cultural, social and civic heart of Gaithersburg, the
Comumittee strongly supports the construction of the Concert Pavilion on the grounds of City
Hall and the future development of a performing arts center in the vicinity of South Summit
Avenue. The concept of the performing arts facility should be similar to the Weinberg Center in
Frederick or perhaps the Olney Theatre. This recommendation is consistent with the Downtown
Plan for Gaithersburg, which is referenced in the Neighborhood One Land Use Element of the
City’s Master Plan.

In addition to the temporary use of the current Parks and Recreation Department administration
building as an “arts incubator” (low-cost space for artists and craft persons) after the department
moves to the new Activities Building, a long term land use goal should be the adaptive re-use of
older industrial buildings for artist studios and lofis.



The Committee strongly agreed that public display areas for art should be established throughout
the City, in such locations as the new S.H.F.P. Activities Building and possibly in public areas of
Lakeforest Mall and other private developments. This would be in addition to the existing

spaces in the City Hall Gallery and the Kentlands Mansion which have limited hours of operation
and are not area of high visibility and foot traffic.

Private Sector

The City should also explore partnerships and opportunities for establishing cultural and
educational programs with private enterprises such as the Summit Art Group in Olde Towne.
The City of Rockville has the “Rockville Art Place” in its Town Center which has programs for
young adults and this might be a good model for Gaithersburg.

Other cultural programs and activities discussed by the Committee included the previously
mentioned gallery space for local artists, which could be provided in such areas as the atrium and
corridors of Lakeforest Mall, in restaurants and stores and in new developments such as the retail
center at Washingtonian Center and the Kentlands/Lakelands town center. There was also
interest among the Committee members in having local live theater for children and dinner

theaters in the City.

Government Facilities

The Committee discussed the present use of the following City facilities and made these
recommendations for the future:

City Hall - 31 South Summit Avenue. Current use should continue and the present vista from
South Summit Avenue as well as the historic exterior of the original house should be preserved.
The Committee acknowledged the need for additional seating capacity in the Council Chambers
and noted that a future nearby performing arts center could be used when large audiences are
anticipated. If an addition is to be added to City Hall, the recommendation is to place the
addition on the southerly side of the building and make the exterior of the new construction look
like an enclosed version of the original side porch of the house, which was removed many years

ago.

Casey Community Center (Casey Barns) - 810 South Frederick Avenue. Preservation of the



former dairy barn complex was seen as a priority by the Committee since it is an important link
to the City’s rurai past and it is an attractive gateway feature along South Frederick Avenue. The
Casey Center in its current role as a multi-use community center demonstrates Gaithersburg’s
evolution from a farming community to a modern city. The building’s current function should
continue, perhaps with the addition of a private sector tenant such as a small eating establishment
to increase the profitability of the center. The Committee strongly agreed that if the use of the
Casey Community Center changes after the opening of the new Activities Building or in the
event of any new use of the site in the future, the distinctive roof and front facade should be

preserved.

Department of Public Works and Engineering Center - 800 Rabbit Road. The Committee was
informed of the expansion under way at the Public Works Center and did not have any
recommendations for this facility.

- Kentlands - Mansion, Barn, Firehouse and the village green. The City-owned buildings at the
Kentlands are an important public resource and deserve careful analysis to determine their future
use. The Committee noted that the mansion has been impressively restored and maintained and
that its current use as a conference and events center is appropriate and should continue. The
Committee envisions the remainder of the public buildings and spaces, including the firehouse,
the barnand the village green as the setting for community meetings, social activities and an arts
center similar to Glen Echo Park. A recommendation is that the City hire a consultant to develop
and analyze such a concept and to make specific recommendations for each of the buildings. The
Commitiee also noted that there has long been interest in the Kentlands community to have a pub
or other such gathering place in one of the historic buildings. |

Gaithersburg Aquatic Center at Gaithersburg Middle School. The recommendation is that this
facility is in need of being improved and updated in appearance in order to attract new users and
that the pool facility should be expanded to meet present and future demand, since the City has
grown significantly in population since the Aquatic Center opened 20 years ago.

Gaithersburg Train Station and Freight House (also plaza and grounds). The Committee stated
its strong support of the present use of these buildings and public spaces for transportation, civic
and accessory retail uses and noted that the City has done an exemplary job of restoring and
maintaining these historic landmarks.

Gaithersburg Latitude Observatory - 100 DeSellum Avenue. This National Historic Landmark
currently has low visibility, is little known and is difficult to find. The Committee recommends
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that the Observatory be seriously studied for development into an easily accessible tourist
attraction for visitors, students and other interested citizens. The Observatory should be tied in
with the Olde Towne redevelopment effort and convenient parking and pedestrian linkages are
needed. Improved directional, informational and identification signage for the historic site
should be coordinated as part of the plan for comprehensive signage throughout Gaithersburg
which will be addressed in the future Urban Design Element of the Master Plan. Committee
members proposed that development of the Observatory as a major scientific, historical and
educational attraction of the City should be done in conjunction with the marketing of
Gaithersburg as a center of technology. The Observatory could become the focal point or
symbol for the City’s high technology activities since it was an early technological and scientific
advancement here. It could be tied in with meeting space for conferences and seminars in and
around Olde Towne, utilizing the assembly space and meeting rooms in the proposed performing
arts center to be located along South Summit Avenue.

Gaithersburg Upcounty Senior Center - 80-A Bureau Drive. The Committee discussed the
recent improvements made to the Senior Center and had no additional recommendations for the

site.

2 James Street. Known locally as “the smallest house in Gaithersburg,” the Committee
concluded that the current residential use is appropriate but that in the future, the house could be
incorporated into the Observatory site as a entrance/information building.

Mills/Nash House -18 E. Diamond Avenue. The recommendation for this attractive house in
Olde Towne is to continue its use as a railroad museum. If the building is expanded in the
future, the new construction should be only at the rear of the building and the front and side
elevations should be preserved.

Wells/Robertson House - 1 Wells Avenue. In reviewing the Wells/Robertson House and its
activities, the Committee concluded that the current use should continue and was very impressed
with the City’s sponsorship of the rehabilitation center and with the sensitive preservation of the
building.

WSSC Site and buildings, Northerly side of W. Diamond Avenue, across from current WSSC
facility. A concept for the future development of the old WSSC site for recreational purposes is
to establish a “waterworks park.” The interiors of the existing structures could be opened to the
public and any items that have been buried could be dug up and put on display. Interpretive
plaques and signage could be installed to explain the importance of the site to the early growth of
the City. The information on the site could also describe the history of the water towers that used
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to be along the nearby railroad tracks.

Wye Site, railroad turnaround - South Frederick Avenue at Cedar Avenue. The Committee
strongly recommends the extension of West Diamond Avenue through the Wye Site to Cedar
Avenue as proposed in the Downtown Plan. A suggestion is to include an interpretive element
on the history of the site in any new development along West Diamond Avenue Extended and the
ends of the wye should be preserved.

Public safety and emergency services

The Committee was briefed on the police service provided to Gaithersburg by the Montgomery
County Police Department and by the City Police Department. The only recommendation is that
if the City’s Police Headquarters on Cedar Avenue is expanded in the future, it be extended
towards Cedar Avenue as suggested in the Downtown Plan.

' The Committee also reviewed the functions of the Gaithersburg-Washington Grove Fire
Department and the Shady Grove Adventist Hospital in providing emergency services to the
community but made no recommendations.

Educational facilities

The Committee discussed the limited role that the City has in the planning and administration of
the Montgomery County schools serving Gaithersburg residents. The future enhancement or
possible replacement of the aging physical plant at Gaithersburg High School should be z serious
consideration for the future. The Committee is pleased that the City has worked with the
developer of the Lakelands in Neighborhood Four to preserve an adequate site for a new school
if it is needed in the future. The Committee suggested that the Community Facilities Element of
the Master Plan include a map of the schools that enroll Gaithersburg students and should
indicate any improvements or changes to the school sites contemplated by the Board of
Education.

Solid waste services

Staff briefed the Committee on the City’s solid waste services, including private contracting for
individual homeowners, municipal contracts for curbside pick up service (recycling), curbside
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service by the City on a monthly schedule and the maintenance of the public works yard service.-
No recommendations were made by the Committee.

Water and sewerage systems

The Committee reviewed the water service provided to the City by the Washington Suburban
Sanitary Commission and made no recommendations.

Conclusion

The Committee concluded their review of Gaithersburg’s community facilities and services with
the realization that these public services need to be evaluated on a regular basis. It is clear that
adequate funding will need to be established for the various new initiatives such as cultural and
educational attractions throughout the City and for additional ballfields, walking and biking trails
and neighborhood parks.
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